
 
 

Bluesky secures 2.4 million euros EC funding 
for green energy research 
 
Coalville, Leicestershire, UK, 18 October 2011 – Aerial surveying company Bluesky has 
secured 2.4 million Euros to fund research into the development of a web based 
renewable energy rating platform. Working with partners from across Europe Bluesky 
will investigate the use of geographic data to assess the suitability of individual 
properties for solar energy generation and create a web based portal to deliver this 
data online. On completion of the research project Bluesky will retain the rights to the 
‘engine’ that is used to analyse the raw data as well as the web portal and backend 
systems. 
 
“This is a tremendous achievement for Bluesky and is recognition of the pioneering 
work we have already undertaken into green energy mapping,” commented Rachel 
Tidmarsh, Managing Director of Leicestershire based Bluesky International. “We are 
proud to be working with some of the leading organisations in this field from across 
Europe and we are looking forward to the challenges this research project will 
present.”  
 
The title of the research project is “Development and demonstration of a dynamic, 
web based, renewable energy rating platform” and is funded by the Commission of the 
European Communities under Framework Programme 7.  Framework Programmes (for 
Research and Technological Development) are funding programmes created by the 
European Union to support and encourage research. The total fund awarded is 2.4 
million Euros commencing from the project start which will before the end of 2011. 
 
Bluesky will be working with a number of prestigious organisations from across Europe 
including the Solar Trade Association in the UK, Svensk Solenergi of Sweden, Solar 
Macedonia, Alemanys Saludes Asociados from Spain as well as the Universities of 
Leicester, Karlsruhe in Germany and Selcuk in Turkey. The project will be coordinated 
by the Chartered Institute of Plumbing and Heating Engineering (CIPHE) with Bluesky 
acting as lead for the technical aspect. 
 
The research will initially focus on the exploitation of geographic data, such as aerial 
photography and LiDAR, for the automatic extraction of information relating to the 
suitability of a property for renewable energy production. This will in turn look at ways 
to include a variety of other types of data from across Europe and potentially globally. 
The second element of the project is to create a web based portal to deliver this 
information to energy companies, government organisations, installers and even 
individuals providing unbiased information on every property in the EU.  Initially 
focused on solar generation it is expected the project will also encompass other types 
of renewable energy such as wind, hydro and ground source heat, making it the 
primary renewables portal and placing Bluesky firmly at the forefront of this 
technology. 
 
CONTACTS: 
Website:  www.bluesky-world.com 
Bluesky Tel +44 (0)1530 518 518 
Editorial enquiries, contact Robert Peel on tel. +44 (0)1666 823306 
Colour separation requests – please fax only to +44 (0)1666 824 668 
 
Notes for Editors:  
 
Bluesky is a UK-based specialist in aerial imaging and remote sensing data collection 
and processing.  An internationally recognised leader with projects extending around 



the globe, Bluesky is proud to work with prestigious organisations such as Google, the 
BBC and Government Agencies.  
 
Bluesky has unrivalled expertise in the creation of seamless, digital aerial 
photography, 3D landscape/cityscape visualisations and prints and also runs a national 
mapping centre, providing digital mapping, satellite imagery and aerial photography 
including ultra-high resolution imagery of cities and towns. 
 
Bluesky is now leading the way developing innovative solutions for environmental 
applications including the UK’s first nationwide map of solar potential, citywide ‘heat 
loss’ maps, 3D maps of trees and their proximity to buildings and historical imagery.  
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